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This year, WCD falls on Sunday 24 May 2009. It is 

the only worldwide celebration called for by the Sec-

ond Vatican Council in 1963 (Inter Mirifica). In Brunei, 

WCD will be celebrated on 31st May 2009 (Pentecost 

Sunday).  

The announcement of the theme was made on the 

Feast of the Archangels Michael, Raphael and 

Gabriel (September 29), who have been designated 

as the patrons of those who work in broadcasting.  

This yearôs theme is New Technologies, New Rela-

tionships, Promoting a Culture of Respect, Dialogue and Friendship. 

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, sends his message to young people across the 

world.  

"I am conscious of those who constitute the so-called digital generation and I would like 

to share with them, in particular, some ideas concerning the extraordinary potential of 

the new technologies, if they are used to promote human understanding and solidarity. 

These technologies are truly a gift to humanity and we must endeavour to ensure that 

the benefits they offer are put at the service of all human individuals and communities, 

especially those who are most disadvantaged and vulnerable."  

The Holy Father invites young people in particular ñto introduce into the culture of this 

new environment of communications and information technology the values on which 

you have built your livesò.  

43 rd  World Communication Day  
New Technologies, New Relationships, Promoting a 

Culture of Respect, Dialogue and Friendship  

The Vatican has launched a 
new YouTube channel to 
share video and audio files-
from the Holy See. 

Pope Benedict asks all of us to 
bring ñthe witness of our faith 
to the digital worldò and calls 
on all young Catholic believers 
ñto introduce the culture of this 
new environment of communi-
cations and information tech-
nology the values on which 
you have built your lives.ò 

Please share the Holy Fatherôs 

message and YouTube link with other young Catholics and friends by forwarding it on.  

To visit the website, type http://www.youtube.com/vatican in the address bar of your 

favorite internet browser. 

Vatican Launches YouTube Channel  
Benedict XVI: Internet a new way to speak of God. 
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Message from Fr Robert Leong,  
Editor - in -Chief  

The theme chosen for 

2 0 0 9  W o r l d 

Communication Day 

ñNew Technologies, New 

Relationships: Promoting 

a culture of Respect, 

Dialogue and Friendshipò 

is so appropriately timed 

in this so-called 

digital generation. 

E v e r y b o d y  i s 

communicating with 

one other these days 

using a variety of 

technologies that 

w e r e  o n c e 

unth inkable and 

inaccessible to the 

previous generations. 

There is a surge in 

communication and a 

greater desire to be 

connected with others 

and to express our 

feelings and hopes with 

our message.  

Problems come when we 

are too eager to convey 

our points and feelings 

that we fail to take 

enough time to think 

through it before we hit 

the SEND button. Once it 

is SENT we may find it 

hard to erase before the 

recipient of the message, 

which could be everyone 

Dear Readers, 

 

We welcome all your 

comments, opinions and 

suggestions, as well as 

contributions and material 

for our community 

newsletter. Please send 

them to 

clic.hope@gmail.com. 

We are publishing this 

CLIC section of the 

newsletter quarterly and 

our next issue shall be 

published in August 2009.  

Thank you and enjoy 

reading! 

Editorial Team  

Editor - in -Chief  

Fr. Robert Leong  

 
Asst. Editor - in -Chief  

LVIB  

 
Copy / Section Editors  

RAA 

AEH 

 

Contributors  

MSW 

LDY 

SP 

MP 

COOL Youth  

Editorial Notes  

CLIC stands for Church of Our Lady of the I mmaculate Conception, the name of our 

Seria parish.  

As the editorial team which is also part of the newly formed Social Communications 

team of the Seria parish, we commit to dedicate ourselves to our ministry with energy, 

enthusiasm, creativity and talent in this field. Hence, the team takes great joy and in-

spiration in this issue and the new CLIC section of the HOPE Newsletter.  

You will notice new regular sections like Ask Father, where we will obtain answers to 

your questions relating to faith and church matters, from the Catholic perspective. Kids 

will also enjoy a fun-filled page dedicated just for them. The movie review section aims 

to provide movie-goers with additional insight of whatôs showing in the theatres. Book 

lovers will also enjoy our selection from our very own parish library. 

HOPE Renewed  

Fr. Robert Leong,  

Editor - in -Chief  

new technologies ñto 

serve the good of 

individuals and of society, 

é. avoiding the sharing 

of words and images that 

are degrading of human 

beings, that promote 

hatred and intolerance, 

that debase the 

g o o d n e s s  a n d 

intimacy of human 

sexuality or that 

exploit the weak and 

vulnerable.ò The Pope 

also reminded us not 

to let ñour desire to 

sustain and develop 

on-line friendshipsò be 

done ñat the cost of 

our availability to engage 

with our families, our 

neighbours and those we 

meet in the daily reality of 

our places of work, 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d 

recreation.ò And in our 

communication with one 

another please do not 

forget to communicate 

the good news of Jesus 

Christ, especially to those 

who have yet to hear it 

from you, and yet to hear 

your experience of him.  

May God bless you with 

his wisdom, love and 

peace. ¥ 

on the internet, reads it. 

Even people whom we 

do not intend to read it or 

hear about it may receive 

it as digital messages 

can easily be forwarded 

and intercepted. Instead 

of  enhanc ing and 

promoting relationship, 

respect, dialogue, and 

friendship, the message 

we write could actually 

create negative results, 

whether we intend it or 

not.  

I would like to encourage 

everyone who uses new 

technologies to be 

extremely conscious of 

their recipients (known 

and unknown) and to 

strive to respect the 

dignity and worth of the 

human person when 

communicat ing with 

others. Let us use the 

ñéeveryone who uses 

new technologies (are) 

to be extremely 

conscious of their 

recipients and to strive 

to respect the dignity 

and worth of the human 

person éò  
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St Gabriel, Archangel  
Patron Of Broadcasters, Clergy, Communication Workers, Diplomats, Messengers, Postal Workers, Radio Workers, Secular 
Clergy, Telecommunications, Television Workers 

Know your Saints  

St Isidore of Seville  
Patron of the Internet & Computer Users 

St éé.. 

ñAnd so not any Angel, but the Archangel Gabriel, was sent to Mary; for this ministry, it was fitting to have the highest 
Angel, since he was to announce the greatest news of all. Gabriel was sent to Mary; he who is called "Strength of 
God" (in Latin, "Fortitudo Dei") came to announce Him who deigned to appear in humility to conquer the powers of 
the air.ò 

Source : wikipedia, Pope St. Gregory's Homily on the Angel Gabriel 
 

Mention of St Gabriel occurs four times in the Scriptures:  

¶ He first appears to Daniel in the guise of a man and proceeds to 
interpret a vision Daniel has had of a ram with two horns, which 
is overcome by a he-goat. Gabriel explains that the ram is the 
empire of the Medes and the Persians which will be destroyed by 
the he-goat, the king of the Greeks (Alexander the Great). This 
vision came to Daniel in the year 554 BC, while the Israelites 
were in captivity in Babylonia. The prophecy was fulfilled nearly 
200 years later. 

¶ The angel Gabriel again appears to Daniel to foretell the coming 
of the Messiah and the destruction of Jerusalem and its 
sanctuary. 

¶ The next appearance of Gabriel is recorded in Luke 1:11-20, 
where he predicts to the priest Zachariah as he is burning incense 
at the altar in the temple that his wife is to bear a son whose 
name shall be John. 

¶ The final mention of Gabriel is found a little later in the same 
chapter of St Luke's Gospel, where he goes to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary with the tidings that she is to be the Mother of the Messiah.  

Thus we see that Gabriel comes as the bearer of good tidings and as the comforter and helper of men. 

Source : http://www.catholic-pages.com/angels/gabriel.asp  

Son of Severianus and Theodora, people known for their piety. Brother of Saint 
Fulgentius, Saint Florentina, and Saint Leander of Seville, who raised him after 
their fatherôs death.   Initially a poor student, he gave the problem over to God 
and became one of the most learned men of his time. Priest. Helped his brother 
Leander, archbishop of Seville, in the conversion the Visigoth Arians. Hermit. 

Archbishop of Seville c.601, succeeding his brother to the position. Teacher, 
founder, reformer. Required seminaries in every diocese, and wrote a rule for 
religious orders. Prolific writer whose works include a dictionary, an encyclopedia, 
a history of Goths, and a history of the world beginning with creation. Completed 
the Mozarabic liturgy which is still in use in Toledo, Spain. Presided at the Sec-
ond Council of Seville, and the Fourth Council of Toledo. Introduced the works of 
Aristotle to Spain. 

Proclaimed Doctor of the Church by Pope Benedict XIV in 1722, and became the 
leading candidate for patron of computer users and the internet in 1999. 

Source : http://saints.sqpn.com/saint-isidore-of-seville/ 

Anonymous Quote :  
Our job is not to change the message. Our job is to let the message change us.  

Luke 1:19  
I am Gabriel, who stand before 
God. I was sent to speak to you 

and to announce to you this 
good news. 

Archangel Gabriel announcing òHail Maryéó 
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Library Makeover  

After the initial clean-up of the Church Library last month, the CLICS.com members devoted 5 days (and nights, too)                           

from 4th May 2009 to 8th May 2009 for the major makeover led by RAA & MSW - our first significant achievement!                                                                                  

Kudos to all members, our parents, Fr Robert, LB, Auntie S and everybody who have supported us! 

LOOK OUT!! 

There is a new library in town - ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ {ŜǊƛŀ tŀǊƛǎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜΗΗ 

We welcome you to have a visit and maybe pick up a                      

book or two to browse - materials are now organised for               

your easy convenience from serious research to light pastimes.  

Check out the categories and also our regular column              

άCǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ /[L/ [ƛōǊŀǊȅέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ уΗ  

Better yet, just drop by and have a cuppa with us there soon! 

¶ General Interests  

¶ Fiction 

¶ Saints & Vocation 

¶ Music 

¶ Catechism 

¶ Theology 

¶ Comparative Religion 

¶ Mariology 

Feature Activity  
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Lenten  
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Social Networks Online  

A social network service focuses on building 

online communities of people who share inter-

ests and/or activities, or who are interested in 

exploring the interests and activities of others. 

Most social network services are web based 

and provide a variety of ways for users to inter-

act, such as e-mail and instant messaging ser-

vices. 

Social networking has encouraged new ways 

to communicate and share information. Social 

networking websites are being used regularly 

by millions of people. 

Source : wikipedia 

ò... young people have in a special way the task  of witnessing 
today to the faith; the commitment to bring the Gospel of 
Christ into the third Christian Millennium, to build a new 
civilization - a civilization of love, of justice and of peace.ó 

 
(Pope John Paul II's message to young people at World 

Youth Day, 1989 Santiago de Compostella) 

Spirit Alive, Our First Video Production  

Facebook is a freeFacebook is a freeFacebook is a free---access social networking website that is operated access social networking website that is operated access social networking website that is operated 

and privately owned by Facebook, Inc.[1] Users can join networks and privately owned by Facebook, Inc.[1] Users can join networks and privately owned by Facebook, Inc.[1] Users can join networks 

organized by city, workplace, school, and region to connect and organized by city, workplace, school, and region to connect and organized by city, workplace, school, and region to connect and 

interact with other people. People can also add friends and send them interact with other people. People can also add friends and send them interact with other people. People can also add friends and send them 

messages, and update their personal profiles to notify friends about messages, and update their personal profiles to notify friends about messages, and update their personal profiles to notify friends about 

themselves. themselves. themselves.    

Source : wikipediaSource : wikipediaSource : wikipedia   

A young father impatient 

with his crying child é. 

Will he learn that sacrifice 

is part of parental love? 

An ailing grandfather misses his 

grandsonõs graduation far awayé. 

But technology bridges the dis-

tance and reconnects family love 

A young couple argues, 

love is no longer what it 

used to be when two be-

comes three, or can it? 

All these and more family issues explored in our first ever video production, entirely scripted, cast, shot and edited locally in Seria!! 

Join our cast as they rediscover LOVE as a gift from the Holy Spirit, who is as alive in our lives today as it lived in biblical times.  

And witness that technology proves not as a distraction or hindrance, but an instrument to build better, stronger relationships.                                

Coming to you on the big screen this 31st May 2009 !! 

A Childõs Prayer :  
Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my mommy and my sister and my brother and my doggy and me.                                                     
Oh yes, please take care of Yourself, God. If anything happens to You, weõre gonna be in a big mess.ó 

Sneak Peek  

Children live in a world  

filled with technology. 

Itõs amazingé 

and critical for kids  

to understand. 
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Here is a doomsday plot, murder 
mystery, action thriller with a cast 
led by Tom Hanks as symbologist 
Robert Langdon and Ewan 
McGregor  as  the  Vat ican 
Camerlengo and an international 
cast portraying scientists, police, 
bishops and cardinals. 

Angels and Demons, unlike the film 
of The Da Vinci Code, is fast-
paced, the L'Osservatore Romano 
review referring to Ron Howard's 
dynamic direction.  It also used the 
word 'commercial' as well as noting 
that it was 'harmless entertainment' 
and not a danger to the Church. 

In fact, the film treats the church 
quite interestingly, scenes behind a 
conclave and inside the conclave, 
fine sets of the Sistine Chapel, the 
interiors of St Peter's, Castel San 
Angelo, the Vatican Necropolis, the 
Swiss Guards centre, the Vatican 
archives and several churches with 
art by Bernini.  The film won't harm 
tourism to Rome or to the Vatican.  
Probably, the contrary. 

The issue is science and religion.  
There are some very impressive 
scenes of CERN in Switzerland 
where the Big Bang was re-created 

in 2008.  Dan Brown, writing years 
earlier, posited this explosion and 
the formation of anti-matter which 
is then used as a terrorist threat in 
Rome.  Arguments are put forward 
about the church's record in 
persecuting scientists in past 
centuries, especially Galileo (true) 
w i t h  s o m e  i n q u i s i t o r i a l 
interrogations and tortures.  The 
material about the Illuminati, the 
underground society of scientists 
has some foundation but was not 
as extensive as speculated on here 
ï a kind of Masonic brotherhood of 
scientists.   

One of the issues facing the 
conclave in the film is the Church in 
the Modern World vis-a-vis 
science, with the dialogue for the 
meeting of ideas of science and 
theology or extremist attitudes 
towards religion capitulating to 
science and so destroying the 
church ï the point being that this 
kind of fanatic stance can become 
a cause, righteously crusading with 
violence against those who hold 
more moderate views ï leading to 
w h a t  c o u l d  b e  l a b e l l e d 
'ecclesiastical terrorism'. 

Source: SIGNIS Cinema Desk 

Angels and Demons 

 

é should be a stimulus to re-

think and refresh the way the 

Church uses the media  é                    

(Quoted from The Vatican 

Newspaper) 

May, Month of Mary and Mothers 

The women é  

struggled against terrible hardships to raise 

Christian children in a hostile environment é  

all relying on Godõs grace and mercy.                                                                             

This book gave me hope.                                                                              

Amazon.com 

Daddy (watching TV) : Keep in mind, dear, that òthe hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the worldó 
Mommy (busy with Baby) : How about you taking over the world for a few hours while I go shopping?  

òVirtue passes from the heart of a 

mother into that of her childrenó 

St Jean-Marie Vianney 

òAn excellent, highly readable overviewó, 

òfactual, very touching accountsó Amazon.com             

òshould be read by every Catholicó Best Sellers 

Recipient of the Marian Library Medal  

Movie Review  

Book Review  

AVAILABLE AT THE  

CLIC LIBRARY  
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What is reconciliation?  

Why do we Catholics confess our sins to priests? What makes us think that priests 

can absolve us of the guilt of our sins?  

As Catholics, we confess our sins to priests because-- as it is clearly stated 

in Sacred Scripture--God in the Person of Jesus Christ authorized the 

priests of His Church to hear confessions and empowered them to forgive 

sins in His Name. To the Apostles, the first priests of His Church, Christ 

said: ``Peace be to you. As the Father hath sent me, I also send you....  

Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven 

them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.'' (John 20:21-23). 

Then again: ``Amen I say to you, whatsoever you shall bind upon earth, 

shall be bound also in heaven; and whatsoever you shall loose upon earth, 

shall be loosed also in heaven.'' (Matt. 18:18).  

In other words, we Catholics confess our sins to priests because priests are 

God's duly authorized 

agents in the world, rep-

resenting Him in all mat-

ters pertaining to the 

ways and means of at-

taining eternal salvation.  

From The Augustine Club, 

Columbia University 

What advantage does 

confessing one's sins 

to a priest have over 

confessing directly to 

God in private prayer? 

Catholics see several advantages in confessing their sins to a priest. 

First, there is the Church's guarantee of forgiveness, which private 

confessions do not provide; secondly, there is the sacramental grace which 

private confessions do not provide; and thirdly, there is the expert spiritual 

counseling which private confessions do not provide.  

With the Apostles, Catholics recognize that the Church is, in a mysterious 

way, the Body of Christ still living in the world (Col. 1:18); therefore they 

recognize that God will receive their pleas for mercy and forgiveness with far 

greater compassion if their pleas are voiced within the Church, in union with 

the Mystical Body of His Divine Son, than if they are voiced privately, 

independent of the Mystical Body of His Divine Son. 

From The Augustine Club, Columbia University 

The confession of 

evil works is the 

first beginning of 

good works.   

Saint Augustine  

 

Three conditions are 

necessary for Penance:  

¶ contrition, which is 

sorrow for sin, 

together with a 

purpose of 

amendment;  

¶ confession of sins 

without any 

omission; and  

¶ satisfaction by 

means of good 

works.  

St. Thomas Aquinas  

In the life of the body a man is sometimes sick, and unless he takes medicine,  
he will die. Even so in the spiritual life a man is sick on account of sin. 

For that reason he needs medicine so that he may be restored to health; 
and this grace is bestowed in the Sacrament of Penance.  

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Confession heals, 

confession justifies, 
confession grants 

pardon of sin, all hope 

consists in confession;  
in confession there is a 

chance for mercy.  

St. Isidore of Seville  

Ask Father  
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Kidsô Corner 
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