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Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. Psalm 31: 24 
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FOREWO RD BY V ICA R AP OS TOLIC OF  BRUNEI  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Peace be with you! 

 

We have just concluded our 

annual Vicariate Assembly, a 

time for the Parish Pastoral 

Councils to meet for a night 

and a day of prayer, formation 

and planning. Our main topic of 

discussion was leadership in a 

Catholic setting. We spoke 

about the essential difference 

between leadership as com-

monly understood and that 

which as Catholic leaders we 

are called to practice. Every-

thing begins with our spiritual 

grounding in the call we experi-

ence from God to exercise our 

vocation as servant leaders fol-

lowing the model of Jesus. 

 

This is particularly relevant as 

we see the Assumption parish 

getting ready to celebrate forty 

years of the inauguration of its 

church premises. The recently 

completed Bible Study on the 

Book of Exodus was particularly 

timely. What lessons can COLA 

glean from the Israelites' forty 

years sojourn in the desert? 

 

Overcoming personal self inter-

est and tribalism to achieve the 

higher goal of a common destiny 

as God's holy people comes  

uppermost. The Israelites needed 

to trust God completely and 

abandon old habits and ideas but 

we know that none of the gen-

eration that left Egypt managed 

to enter the Promised Land. 

 

If one word characterises the 

attitude of the Israelites during 

the 40 years it would be 

"murmuring", "complaining" or 

"grumbling" (Ex 16:2). I some-

times wonder if that does not 

fittingly describe many in the 

church today. It has at times al-

most become a kind of unofficial 

church profession, even an art 

form! 

 

Moses often despaired of the 

bloody-minded kinsmen he was 

called to shepherd. Yet, though 

he was constantly frustrated and  
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EDITORI AL  NOTES BY HOPE EDI TOR - IN -CHI EF  

This Year for Priests is meant òto 

deepen the commitment of all 

priests to interior renewal for the 

sake of a more forceful and incisive 

witness to the Gospel in todayõs 

world.ó Our Holy Father also  

invites all priests to imitate the 

humble example of Saint Jean-

Marie Vianney, who as a priest, 

òwas conscious of being an               

immense gift to his people: a 

good shepherd, a pastor after 

Godõs heartó. 

 

I would like to extend our Holy 

Fatherõs invitation to all lay faith-

ful as well, to enter into spiritual          

renewal with us so that together 

we can become active witnesses 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Be 

conscious of your gifts to the 

Church and the community you 

belong. Just as you cannot grow 

spiritually without the priest, the 

priest also cannot grow without 

you, your gifts and your help. Let 

this be a year of renewal for all. 

 

I f  we are going to be               

incisive and convincing witnesses 

in this world for Christ, all of us 

need to have a deeper under-

standing of the Word of God 

before we proclaim it to others. 

Thankfully, our Vicariate has 

placed the Word of God as one 

of its six priorities. The Great 

Adventure Bible study  programs 

will continue to be promoted in 

this Vicariate and in this parish. 

 

òAre we truly pervaded by the 

word of God? Is that word truly 

the nourishment we live by, even 

more than bread and the things 

of this world? Do we really know 

that word? Do we love it? Are 

we deeply engaged with this 

word to the point that it 

really leaves a mark on our 

lives and shapes our think-

ing?ó  Let us also remember 

what St. Paul says: [Rom 

10:14] But how are they to call 

on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they 

have never heard? And how are 

they to hear without someone 

to proclaim him? 

 

If we can utilize all the             

modern means of communi-

cation at our disposal in our 

daily lives, we can also use 

them to spread the Lordõs 

gospel. May the Spirit of the 

Lord move all of us to be 

passionate communicators of 

the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

+ Fr Robert Leong 

Dear Friends, 

 

The grace of our 

Lord  Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 

and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI 

has declared a òYear 

for Priestsó begin-

ning with the                 

Solemnity of the 

Sacred Heart of  

Jesus on June 19, 

2009. 

unappreciated, he never shirked 

in his duties. Called by I AM at 

the age of eighty, he was not 

able to enter the land he strove 

so hard to reach. Truly a man of 

the Spirit, he is a worthy model 

for all who seek to follow God 

with their whole heart and mind 

and soul and strength. 

 

I trust COLA will reflect in the coming year on our 

parish's 40 year journey. Are we more closely bonded 

as a community of God's people, spiritually vibrant, 

deeply committed to the parish and school, seeking to 

lighten one another's load? Or are we still in bondage 

to self-centeredness, apathy towards the community's 

welfare, lukewarm and stunted in our spirituality while 

possessed of a murmuring spirit? 

 

In a world where God seems increasingly irrelevant as 

profit and pleasure reign supreme, this is a unique            

opportunity for COLA as well as the Vicariate to              

reconsider our roots in God's plan for His people - to 

be a sign of His presence by offering a spiritual home 

where seekers can discover God's love in authentic 

sacramental worship as well as in a Christian faith lived 

out courageously and uncompromisingly. 

 

May God truly reign in our hearts through his Spirit! 

+ Bishop Cornelius Sim 



Vicariate Parish Pastoral Councils Assembly 

Vicariate Priorities  

  

1. SCRIPTURE  STUDIES  

2. FAITH  FORMATION  

3. VOCATION  

4. YOUTH  

5. EVANGELIZATION  

6. SERVICE FOR THE      

N EEDY 

Resolution of the Vicariate Pastoral Parish Council Assembly  

 

1. The need for a cross-parish team to advise and assist in leadership training 

2. To continue the envisioning and initiating exercise to achieve the 6 priorities 

3.  To extend contextual leadership to teams, organizations and parish. 

Faith Formation Committee and Scripture Study Committee will be 

formed in the various parishes to coordinate and encourage greater participation. 

To assist Scripture Study and Faith Formation activities for non-English speaking 

parishioners, a Language Translation Committee  will also be created. 

Tribalism / Para -churches Culture  

Do church groups serve the church or vice versa? Do the groups align activities to the churchõs priorities? 

Does the church exist only for the groups to survive, grow and perpetuate themselves at whatever cost? 

We need to ask ourselvesñ At what point does the Church business becomes our business?ó  

The Church is getting more mature and needs to reassert itself. Therefore, the groups need to relinquish 

their more independent ways and reunite themselves to the Churchõs agenda  

 
òUnless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain those who built itó - Psalm 127  

The objectives of Catholic leadership are to sanctify (priest), educate 

(prophet) and govern (servant king) the people of God, which can only be 

achieved by prayers and affirmative actions aligned to the prayers.  

God does not have grandchildren . It cannot be assumed that if the parents 

are Catholics, the children will automatically be Catholic. We are all, and should 

strive to be, each of us, sons and daughters of God. 

The role of leadership should be to enhance the parishõs spiritual formation by 

becoming a servant leader in the image of Jesus . If you do not hear Godõs 

call, how can you serve Him? 

A good parish is defined 

as a vibrant Christian            

community of worship  

with strong evangelization 

(to both the initiated and 

uninitiated), teaching 

(Scripture Study & Faith 

Format ion) ,  serv ice               

(to the needy) and              

stewardship (management 

of resources including 

youth & clergy).  



P A G E  4  

Apostolic Vicariate          
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of Brunei Darussalam 
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REMINISCING ON THE V ICARIATE YOUTH CONFIRMATION RETREAT  

 

  The Confirmation Youth Retreat held during the school holidays in June was a joint retreat attended 

by the youths from all the different parishes. It started bright and early with the youths arriving at 8 am and 

òchecking inó. It started off with a lively praise and worship where everyone was singing and dancing. Then the 

first talk of the day was about timelines and all the youths were to draw out their own timeline including the 

day they were born and when they expected to die. Personally, I think it was an extremely interesting activity 

that set me thinking about my goals and dreams for my future and at the same time I found myself reminiscing 

and smiling when I dug up some fond memories of events that occurred years ago. 

 

  The second talk given was about self-esteem, something that many of us youths lack these days. Al-

ways comparing and being compared, teenagers of today are starting to believe in themselves less and less 

while getting more and more self-conscious. The talk about self-esteem realistically addressed these kinds of 

issues for us. Many could relate to the examples given during the talk and even I found myself nodding my 

head in agreement as the session went on. It was an eye-opener to see how many people felt the same way. 

Almost immediately there was a new sense of belonging and acceptance among many of us. 

 

  When night came, I found myself in a cramped room with about two dozen other girls but there were 

no complaints about the small space. Even though it was late, there were soft whispers and murmurs of              

conversation. The morning exercise sessions are not to be forgotten of course! Although many could not  

understand the tai-chi instructor, he still tried his very best. It was confusing but great fun all the same. 

 

  The third session about communication with parents was a very moving session. It helped me see the 

importance of the relationship with my parents and in a way made me understand why they do the things they 

do. It is because they love us and try to protect us. Both parties should play their parts as a relationship is a 

two-way thing. A talk on friends also helped enlighten me on the A-Zs of friendship and I was able to closely 

examine mistakes I had been making and pick my true friends wisely. 

 

  The taize session on the last night of the retreat was filled with emotion and again put me in a                 

reflective mood. The night was so touching and filled with the presence of God. The questions brought               

forward during that time touched some raw nerves and many tears were shed. Group discussions were held 

after that and my batch of confirmandii had a serious discussion that put us on a whole new level of comfort 

with each other as we poured our hearts out. In those few hours we managed to form a new and strong bond 

with each other. It will be a memory I cherish and keep close to my heart for years to come. 

 

Altogether the retreat was an              

enjoyable one where we learnt and 

shared many things, discovered new 

understanding and participated in 

lots of fun games ð all the good 

memories that were made there!  

 MC 
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THE VICARIATE YOUTH FOP. . . FOR THE FIR ST TIME  

 

 This year 2009 is my first time joining the Vicariate Youth Festival Of Praise (FOP)  which was held from 

19th to 21st June in the Church Of Our Lady of the  Immaculate Conception, Seria, with theme from the World 

Youth Day, òWe have set our HOPE on the living God.ó  

 

 We had the activities coached by a well-known creative director from Malaysia. The first session was the 

art activity. The facilitator told us that what we drew was the reflection of our hearts and when we drew, we           

expressed ourselves. The next activity was the dance workshop. We learned a lot of dance moves including the 

waltz, Macarena, Charleston, & the disco, which is how to move to the music and let the music move us.  

 

 Next came one of the interesting activities which was the òmirroringó. Each individual had to find a partner 

and to follow the movement of his/her partner just like a mirror. In this activity, we needed to trust our respective 

partners and maintain eye contact with them. This activity taught us not to only think of ourselves but others as 

well. Another of the fun activities that we did was the òdot activityó that required concentration & focus. We had 

to remember how many dots each person got in our group. Such activity taught us to be more aware of our              

surroundings and the people who are with us. Another interesting activity was flocking during which we needed to 

òconnectó within our groups. We also learnt to trust our group members and follow where our hearts are leading 

us, teaching us to be reflective & dependent on God. 

 

 During the amazing race, we all must stick and work together with our groups to complete the            

challenges. If one of us went missing, we could not do the challenges. No matter what winning rank we got, even if 

we came last, the important thing is that we worked together and had fun. The òchants activityó was also interest-

ing. We had to creatively work together as a group to create beats by clapping, thumping, etc., come up with the 

chants and plan the choreography which took about two days to prepare. Through that, we learned that with team-

work, a group can showcase a great performance. 

 

 Overall, the activities we had during the FOP were all fun, interesting and enlightening. The next one next 

year is definitely something worth looking forward to! - KL 

BIBLE CONGRESS 2009  

 

 The first Bible Congress was held at the Parish Hall beginning on 3rd July 2009 and ending on 5th July 2009. 

160 parishioners participated in the congress. It was a great success. 

  

 The speaker, Fr Gerard Theraviam (G.T.) was a renowned Bible Scholar from the Major Seminary in 

Penang. G.T. spoke on St. Paulõs letter to the Romans. Paul, a Jew, received the grace and apostleship to call people 

from among the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. Godõs salvation comes through faith for both 

Jews and Gentiles (1:16-17). Abraham is the ancestor of all believers (4:1-25). Just as Adamõs sin brought death to 

all, Christõs death brings life to all men. (5:1-21). Christ has freed us from bondage. Freedom is life in Christ and 

Spirit. Nothing will be able to separate believers from the love of God in Christ (8:31-39). Just as each of us has 

one body with many members, and these members do not have the same function, so in Christ, we who are many 

form one body, and each member belongs to all the others (12:4-5).  

 AM 



 
Easter. The ONE word that means Resurrection, New life, New hope... 

 

What better way to remind us of all that than to watch the sun rise, marking the birth of a new day filled with love 

and joy. And that was exactly what the Vicariate Young Adults (VYA) did! 

 

At least 20 young adults from the Vicariate gathered at Serasa beach, Muara on 24th May 2009 for the òEaster Sun-

rise Gatheringó organized by the VYA. Even our beloved Bishop made an appearance after Mass. 

 

This was the first time I went to Serasa Beach and I must admit, when we arrived at the beach, I was a little                 

disappointed that it was not as beach-y as I thought it would be. For one thing, there was very little sand and very 

little shore for a beach! That could be due to the fact that it was by a river and not the sea, with right across the 

river was another beach - Muara Beach. 
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Easter Reflection - VYA Style a.k.a. Sunrise Gathering  

But the lack of òbeachó didnõt make the sunrise any less beau-

tiful! Watching the sun rise over the distant horizon really 

made me reflect on Godõs wonderful creation and I really felt 

thankful to be alive, especially since He died so that we could 

live! It was a truly resurrecting feeling ð a wonderful feeling to 

begin the day with! 

 

As day broke, the beach also woke up from its deep slumber 

ð and in a very colourful way if I might add! There were peo-

ple jogging, cycling, strolling and there were fishermen and 

fishmongers setting up their stalls to sell their fresh catch. 

There were also people setting up stalls to sell an assortment 

of food, from light sandwiches and snacks to heavier meals 

like rice and mee. Later on in the day there were even stalls 

selling clothes and toys! 

In stride, we also began setting up our òcamp siteó near an 

open grassy field and as the men set up the BBQ pit, we had 

our breakfast and everything fell into place after that. The fire 

was crackling, the meat was cooking, the food was smoking 

and the company was simply amazing!  

 

We had tonnes of fun and games and more importantly, 

bonds were strengthened and new friendships were formed. 

It was the perfect closure for Lent as we approached Pente-

cost with a newly revived relationship with God and with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Vicariate Young Adults (VYA) ð The VYA is  

made up of single working young adults from all 3 

parishes of the Vicariate. We unite in this ministry to 

serve God and grow in faith together while address-

ing each otherõs needs and concerns as the new gen-

eration of adults in todayõs ever-challenging society. 

We are a welcoming breed made up of those from 

different background, nationality, language and cul-

ture but we all have one thing in common ð our love 

for God and our desire to serve Him together as a 

community.  

 

Interested to join the VYA?                 

Please feel free to approach any of the VYAs, or start 

by joining any one of their many activities! Just keep 

your eyes open for the announcements on your 

church bulletins! - MC 
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While most Catholics are more than 

aware of World Youth Day, much less is 

known about the continent-oriented 

Youth Days held annually in Asia. The 5th 

Asian Youth Day is to be held on the 20th 

to the 27th of November 2009 in the dio-

cese of Imus, Philippines. 

 

In a take off the previous World Youth 

Day 08 in Sydneyõs theme, AYD this year 

is also focused on the spreading and shar-

ing of the Word of God and living out the 

Eucharist in our daily lives. It is a call for 

increase in awareness for a new genera-

tion of spiritual evangelizers, in the form of 

todayõs young Catholics. It is hoped that 

during this gathering there will be a re-

newal in oneõs faith in and love for the 

Word of God and the Eucharist; a re-

minder to always celebrate youthfully the 

Word and the Eucharist in our contexts, 

cultures and communities; and last but not 

least, to become agents of renewal/change/

transformation by living out the Word and 

the Eucharist in our realities of Asia. 

 

It is acknowledged within the YAsia Fiesta 

that sometimes we are not at freedom to 

practice our faith as much as our counter-

parts around the globe. But this event also 

brings to light that the Catholic Church is 

calling all youths from all walks of Asian life 

to be emboldened  the power of the Word and by the Holy Eucharist. United, they will confront, Gospel in 

hand, the stark realities of Asia, from the basic family unit in their home countries to the governmental struc-

tures and learn from one other how they adapt to the changes they must face in this ever changing world. 

 

In communion with their Bishops, clergy and lay leaders, todayõs modern young Catholic is called to participate 

in the arduous task of evangelization. The best way to evangelize other youths is to have it carried out by the 

youths and through the youths themselves! 

 

With that in mind, for the very first time, the Vicariate of Brunei is sending a delegation and you are more than 

welcome to join. YAsia Fiesta underscores for the Asian youth the non-negotiable Gospel values of interior life, 

of ecclesial communion, of sacrifice and of unselfish service that characterize the very life of Jesus. Likewise, 

this festive event highlights the timeless Asian family and cultural values of sharing a meal, of story telling, of 

respect and learning from the elders. Finally, YAsia Fiesta serves as the launching pad for more decisive actions 

towards the integral development of the youth that the Church unceasingly calls for. 

 

Yes, everythingõs ready for YAsia Fiesta! Yes, youths of Asia, make yourselves ready for YAsia Fiesta! Come! It 

is your fiesta. It is our fiesta. It is Asiaõs fiesta. It is the Church of Asiaõs fiesta. What are you waiting for?            

Register now at your Parish Office!!  

IT 

YAsia Fiesta - 5th Asian Youth Day 



Introduction  

 

God is a God who speaks. How does he speak?  

 

We will look briefly at how he has spoken in the past, through various intermediaries and through his Son Je-

sus, who is pre-eminently the Word Of God. We will say something about how Jesusõ preaching is unique and 

how it is necessary to understanding the central Christian mystery: his passion, death and resurrection. Finally 

we will say something about how we continue to experience God speaking to us today through the medium of 

the written Word of God. 
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Scripture Study - A God Who Speaks 

 
B Y  B I S H O P  C O R N E L I U S  S I M  

Bible Jokes 

 Since God gave us two ears and one mouth, He must have wanted us to do twice as much listening as talking (Anonymous) 

In times past  

 

The first chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews reads:  

In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through 

the prophets; in these last days, he spoke to us through the Son (Heb 1:1-2). 

 

At first glance this verse may not seem so remarkable until we try to appreciate 

its deeper significance. This can be illustrated by two quotes from the Psalms.              

Ps 50:1 says about the God of Israel:  

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken and summoned the earth  

from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 

Ps 115:5 on the other hand has this to say about the gods of other nations:  

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands,  

They have mouths but do not speak, eyes but do not see. 

 

There is a clear contrast brought out here: the God of Israel who 

speaks and other gods of other nations that do not. And precisely 

because God is who he is, what he says is significant. When he speaks 

we do well to listen attentively. 

 

God has spoken in the past through intermediaries, the prophets. A 

prophet can be described as someone who delivers a message from 

God, who speaks what God wishes him to speak. We are acquainted 

with the ministry of the prophets in the Old Testament. Moses,         

Samuel, Nathan, Elijah and Elisha, were prophets who preceded Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel in the period of the fall of Israel and Judah in 8th and 

6th BCE. After the return from Exile it seems active prophecy began 

to gradually disappear from the religious scene of Israel. 

òIn times past, God 

spoke in partial and 

various ways to our 

ancestors through 

the prophets;  

in these last days,  

he spoke to us 

through the Sonó 

  

Heb 1:1 -2 



Question for Reflection  

 

Have I ever experienced God speaking 

to me through my reading of the Bible? 

 

If so, were there any circumstances that 

made me open to hear Him speak to 

me at that time?  
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In these last days  

 

After hundreds of years of silence, John the Baptist ushered in a new period of prophetic activity. John is the 

new Elijah, the forerunner who prepares the way of the Lord. It is in this charged atmosphere of once again 

hearing God speak in an urgent and direct way to his people that òin these last days, God spoke to us through his 

Son,ó as Jesus begins his public ministry. In the Gospel of Mark (Mk 1:14), we read: 

Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God:  

òThis is the time of  fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel.ó 

Editorial Note  

 

This is the first of five segments taken from a talk presented by Bishop 

Cornelius Sim for the Regional Biblical Commission òMeet the Peopleó 

session 2009, which was mainly referenced from Father Raniero 

Cantalamessaõs book òThe Mystery of Godõs Word.ó  

 

Join us again for the second segment in our next issue of HOPE 

this November! 

because God is who 

he is, é when he 

speaks, we do well 

to listen attentively 

This is the time of the preaching of the kingdom. It is a time of supreme            

importance for Jesus, as he himself says in Lk 4:18:  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me                          

to bring good news to the poor. 

 

He is specifically anointed, set aside, chosen, for this very purpose. Preaching is 

in fact at the very heart of the mission of Jesus, as he says in Mark 1:38, in re-

sponse to the appeal to stay on and continue healing the crowds gathered to 

see him. There is an urgency in his words. 

Let us go on to the neighboring towns so that I may proclaim                             

the message there also for that is what I came out to do. 

 

The New American Bible translation renders it:  

For this purpose I have come (that I may preach there also). 

 

The Bible contains only two sentences of Jesus speaking in his first thirty years. 

From now on there will be an outpouring of words from the Word of God 

come in human flesh. It is a new kairos: a special time, Godõs time breaking into 

human time. 

òThe Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, 

because he has 

anointed me to 

bring Good News 

to the pooró 

Lk 4:18 

Bible Jokes 

Q : What is it that Adam & Eve never saw or had, and yet still can give to their children? A : Parents.  
 

Q : Which servant of God was the worst lawbreaker in the Bible? A : Moses,  he broke all Ten Commandments at once. 
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Scripture Study - Reflection on Exodus 

Before I ventured into a study on 

Moses, all I could remember was 

the animation movie The Prince of 

Egypt, and Moses shouting for the 

freedom of Godõs people by telling 

the pharaoh then, òLet my people 

go!ó  

  

So strong was the image in my 

head that I never thought that it 

meant anything beyond letting 

Godõs people free from slavery. 

And it was slavery, but most 

importantly, Moses was fighting for 

their freedom to serve, pray and 

worship the true God, because in 

that time, the Egyptians were 

worshipping many ôfalseõ gods. 

  

And what a sign of showing His 

true power! God gave  both the 

Israelites and Pharaoh signs and 

wonders:  staffs turned into 

serpents, the ten plagues, the 

crossing of the Red Sea, the cloud 

that lead them in their journey, 

manna and quail, water from a 

stone, incredible miracles that 

surely would convince even the 

most cynical about Godõs 

existence? Yet the people didnõt 

trust God and would not obey.   

 

How God must have been hurt as 

they moaned and complained the 

entire way. They ended up staying  

in the desert and instead of 

reaching the Promised Land, the 

entire generation died in the 

desert where they had wandered 

for 40 years.  And even if Moses 

had been the one who was leading 

the way, it was only Joshua and 

the descendants of the original  

first, from our time, our talents and 

our treasures. We must refocus our 

life journeys to aim towards reaching 

God at the end of the day, or else 

every earthly thing we aim to achieve 

will be for nothing, as the only true 

reward is in Heaven. 

 

Over the years, we have become 

more advanced in every way possible, 

becoming much more ôricherõ than 

our ancestors materially. But 

spiritually, some of us are still just as 

poor, or even poorer. God is the 

same God now as He was then, but 

we should not be the same people 

they were then, being distrustful and 

disobedient to God.   

 

If only we would stop resisting and 

finally be obedient to God, we can 

learn so much from our 

predecessors, as I have learned so 

much in my short journey into 

Revelations and Exodus! Whatever 

the time span, any length of time 

without God can seem like an 

eternity. But once God is discovered 

in a whole new environment (like me 

with the Bible study), it seems to me 

an incomprehensible notion how 

most could exist so long without a 

relationship with God.  

 

My one regret about Bible study is 

that I have not been a regular comer 

on Mondays, but whatever the next 

book is, I am certain I will strive to be 

a more regular participant. Is it any 

wonder that for the world God cre-

ated, whether we realize it or not, 

the Bible is really the greatest story 

ever told? 

 IT 

Israelites who went into the desert 

who crossed over into the 

Promised Land. It shows us readers 

that had they trusted and been 

obedient to God, they would have 

made a much faster journey, had 

God desired to make it a short 

one, IF they had obeyed.    

 

It strikes me because this year 

COLA celebrates its 40th year as a 

parish. Similar to the Israelites, we 

also journey as a community, 

headed towards a ôpromised landõ: 

Heaven.  We must reflect if we as a 

community have been wandering 

through a ôspiritual desertõ these 40 

years. With every week (and some 

every day!), we partake of ômannaõ, 

the biggest miracle, the Eucharist, 

and we also witness miracles,  

directly and indirectly, in our 

lives. Like the Israelites, God is with 

us throughout our journey.  Yet, 

we too complain and disobey and 

moan and gripe! 

 

How familiar is this? How strange 

that more than 2000 years after, 

we are so similar to our spiritual 

ancestors on our way of thinking. It 

would seem we have not learned 

from their mistakes and are 

continually repeating the same cycle 

of disobedience, of distrusting God! 

 

But we can break this cycle and let 

God lead us out of the desert by 

converting our hearts and our 

minds , by being faithful to what we 

learn and believe as a Catholic 

Community.  

 

Above all, we are told to put God  
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INTERESTED IN BIBLE STUDY? INTERESTED IN BIBLE STUDY?   

  
JOIN OUR GREAT ADVENTURE         JOIN OUR GREAT ADVENTURE         

WEEKLY @ 730PMWEEKLY @ 730PM     
  

MON (PARISH HALL,MON (PARISH HALL,   COLA & SJC)  COLA & SJC)    

THU (FR MCCLOREYõS RTHU (FR MCCLOREYõS ROOM, OOM, 

COOL) COOL)   

After the 'mysterious' Book of 

Revelations, how did you feel 

about Exodus? 

  

MW - Both gave me a clearer 

historical understanding - especially 

the fulfilled prophecies in Revelation 

and how it tied in with the 

destruction of the Temple. With 

Exodus I imagine myself with the 

Israelites leaving Egypt.   

  

XC - Exodus is a wonderful book, 

and I didn't know about that until I 

attended the Bible study with the 

book of freedom. What I had in mind 

is that it is a boring book since it is 

from the Old Testament. 

  

MC - The Study on the Book of 

Exodus is my first bible study ever 

and I am glad I joined it! It has always 

been said that the Bible is the greatest 

story book ever but only NOW do I 

really understand that the Bible really 

is the greatest story book ever - with 

many wonderful stories inside it. And 

Exodus itself is one of the best! 

What do you feel struck you the 

most about the Book of Exodus? 

 

MW - I was amazed how quickly the 

Israelites forgot how God delivered 

them and how they disobeyed after 

all the miraculous signs.  

  

XC - During the course, a lot of 

practical realizations are being 

divulged. Who would have thought 

that the lessons in Exodus are just as 

applicable to us nowadays? Praise 

God for the lessons learned and 

thoughts to ponder. 

  

MC - God's Love, without a doubt. In 

Exodus, we can see that God is an all-

loving God who continued to love, 

forgive and save his children in spite 

of all their falls. This is really 

reassuring as being humans, we will 

keep falling (as it is said: "The Spirit is 

willing but the flesh is weak.") but 

knowing that by God's grace, He is 

always with us, reaching out his hands 

to us. 

Was there anything you feel you 

can apply to your own life? 

 

MW - Despite the Israelites' 

disobedience God is always merciful 

and patient with his people.  We too 

are disobedient and in one way we 

have less excuse as we have the Holy 

Spirit in us.  Yet we can rely on God's 

mercy and his forgiveness when we 

come back to Him. 

  

XC - A lot. God's love is grander 

than I thought it was. His providence 

and favor flow even in our 

unworthiness. Sometimes I got 

disappointed on how the Israelites 

behaved, with God's majesty shown 

they still had the guts to disobey Him. 

I'm grateful with those lessons which 

deepened my faith; to rely on God's 

mercy and grace. 

  

 

Speaking of 40 years in the desert, 

COLA is celebrating 40 years this year. 

Do you think we as a community have 

lessons still to learn?  

  

MW - In the desert, the Israelites learnt to 

become a people devoted to God.  We 

need a greater devotion to God and also a 

devotion to each other.  We need to see 

ourselves as one people, one family 

regardless of our background and many of 

us need to develop that relationship and 

see Church as more than a mere Sunday 

activity. 

  

XC - It means trusting our leaders more 

and praying that God's hands will always be 

upon them. As I say, òGo go Bishop and Fr. 

Arin!ó 

  

MC - I believe that whatever that we lack, 

with A LOT of prayer and hard work, 

GOD will make it all work out! 

Are there any books in the Bible 

you look forward to studying?  

 

MW - I would be happy to do any 

book from the Bible, but especially 

appreciate the studies we have done 

with Jeff Cavins & Tim Gray and look 

forward to more studies with them. 

  

XC - Who would have thought that 

the lessons in Exodus are just as 

applicable to us nowadays? Praise 

God for the lessons learned and 

thoughts to ponder. I look forward 

to or next Great Adventure! 

  

MC - My favorite book is the Book 

of Tobit so I wouldn't mind delving 

deeper into it. :)  Personally, I am all 

for reading and studying all the books 

in the Bible as I only recently 

discovered the wonderful gift God 

gave us - His Word. 

 

MC - I feel now I know God more than I 

did before the Study on the Book of 

Exodus. After journeying with the Israelites 

out of slavery and into freedom to worship, 

witnessing the rise and fall and rise again of 

this nation and of course knowing that the 

ever-present and loving God was with them 

all the way, it made me realise that our 

God is a very personal God. Just as He 

wanted to be with His people Israel, He 

also wants to have a personal relationship 

with each and every one of us. Isn't that 

wonderful news?! Normally when we pray, 

we tend to pray very "formally", well, at 

least I do, but now knowing that He wants 

a personal relationship with me, I am 

learning to pray less "formally" and to start 

praying more "personally" because I want 

that personal relationship with Him. 
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