RECCOMENDATIONS BY THE REGIONAL LITURGICAL COMMISSION ON EULOGY

By definition, a eulogy is “a praise, a speech or writing in commendation of a living or dead person citing his valuable qualities or services.” (The Lexicon Webster Dictionary).

The focus of the funeral liturgy is on the person of Jesus Christ and his paschal mystery – his passion, death and resurrection, to which all baptised are called to participate. A eulogy by definition would shift the focus from Christ onto the deceased person. Hence, it is not essential to have eulogies during Catholic Funeral Mass.

However, the “edition typical” has given the Episcopal Conference the following leeway at the final commendation:

46.
“Conference Episcopalis permittere potest ut, luxta loci consuetudinem, post pausam silentii addantur verba salutationis a propinquis defunct proferenda.”
“The Episcopal Conference can permit, according to the local custom, that after the short pause, words of ‘salutation’ by a relative/friend of the deceased may be added.”  

These words of “salutation” are sometimes translated as words of remembrance.

After careful study of the texts and taking into account of the existing pastoral problems and difficulties, the Regional Liturgical Commission would like to make the following recommendations to the Bishops’ Conference to consider as a regional policy:

1.
Without exception, no eulogy or words of remembrance is to be allowed during the 
Catholic Funeral Mass/ Service and Final Commendation.

2.
If desired, words of “salutation” or remembrance may be given at home, at the wake 
or the funeral parlour or at the Crematorium.
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