Preparation

In preparing yourself for service as a
Minister of Welcome

. Look at the readings and
prayers of the Mass and use
them for your prayer.

. Reflect on how they speak of
the love of God for all, and
the quality of life that they
call us to make our own.

e  Spend time in prayer, pray-
ing for yourself, and the
other parish ministers —that
the service you will offer will
truly help people to experi-
ence Christ’s welcome as
they come to the church for
Mass.

. Ask for the grace to be atten-
tive to the needs of others,
not only as they come to the
church, but throughout the
time of celebration.

. Ensure that you will be at
church in good time to carry
out any necessary prepara-
tions prior to others arriving.

Whoever welcomes you welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.

Matthew 10: 40

Open our eyes to the needs of all;
inspire us with words and deeds
to comfort those who labour
and are burdened;
keep our service of others
faithful to the example
and command of Christ.

Let your Church be a living witness
to truth and freedom, to justice and
peace,
that all people may be lifted up
by the hope of a world made new.

Eucharistic Prayer for Masses
for Various Needs and Occasions

If you would like to find out more about
this ministry, or would like to give your
time to assist in this ministry, please free
feel to contact any of the
Ushers/ Wardens or Fr. Robert at:

Phone: 322-2304 / 863-7260
E-mail: Leong_R@msn.com

The Ministry of
Hospitality
(Ushers/Wardens)
at Mass

Welcome one another

just as Christ has welcomed you,

to the glory of God.

Romans 15:7



he Eucharist is the vital cen-
tre of all that the Church is
and does. At its heart is the
real presence of the cruci-
fied, risen and glorified Lord, who
continues his saving work among us.
The Second Vatican Council reminded
us: ‘the most holy Eucharist holds
within itself the whole spiritual treas-
ure of the Church, namely Christ him-
self, our Passover and our living
bread’. (cf. One Bread One Body 3)
All who exercise a liturgical ministry
need a proper preparation for their re-
sponsibilities. They are to have the
competence to perform the particular
ministry with which they have been
entrusted. (cf. Celebrating the Mass 29)

This leaflet is one of a series of leaflets prepared
for liturgical ministers to help them refresh
their understanding of their role at Mass.
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WHAT THE CHURCH SAYS ABOUT ...
Our Gathering

The liturgical assembly, “where two or
three come together in Christ’s name,
and where he is found in their midst
(cf. Mt 18:20), is the “first image that the
Church gives of herself "”. Indeed the
assembly itself is also the first instance
of Christ’s presence in the liturgy
Celebrating the Mass (CTM) 139

Hospitality

Saint Paul instructed the assembled
community to “welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you, to the
glory of God” (Romans 15:7). It will
often be appropriate for those com-
monly referred to as ushers/wardens to
exercise this ministry of welcome by
greeting people at the church door,
making sure they are provided with all
necessary books, music, and other
items for the celebration, such as can-
dles or palms, and helping them find
their places.

. Especially in larger assemblies,
special arrangements are likely to
be necessary so that visitors and
those unfamiliar with the com-

munity and its worship may be
put at ease and drawn into the
celebration.

e  Ushers also help when, at any
time during the celebration,
members of the assembly be-
come ill or otherwise need assis-
tance.

. Ushers may assist with the col-
lection and with processions.

shers or Wardens serve the wor-
shipping assembly in many
ways. Perhaps the most impor-
5 tant can be summed up in the
word “Hospitality”. Often a simple word of
: welcome can have a profound impact on
people as they arrive, especially if they are
visitors to the parish.
Hospitality is a vital element in creating a
: sense of community for worship. A person
who feels welcomed and valued is much
more likely to enter wholeheartedly in the
celebration of the liturgy, giving thanks to
: God for the love that God pours on us. A
friendly and welcoming Usher or Warden
can make that love of God apparent to peo-
ple as they arrive. :
: The Ushers or Wardens also help to maintain |
order in the liturgical assembly. It is crucial
that they maintain order with kindness. Peo-
 ple should never feel that an Usher or War-
i den is arrogant, bossy or rude. Each person
must be treated with kindness and respect.
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